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SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: SALTO GRANDE CONTRACT FOR TURBINES 
AND GENERATORS 

REF: MONTEVIDEO 1128, APRIL 30, 1974 

1 . MAJOR EXPORT PROJECTS DIVISION USDOC NOTED WITH 
INTEREST A JUNE 2, 1977 ARTICLE IN ENGINEERING NEWS-RECORD 
WHICH STATES THAT QUOTE A JAPANESE COMBINE LED BY 
MITSUBISHI CORP. HAS BEEN AWARDED THE ELECTRICAL SUPPLY 
CONTRACT FOR SALTO GRANDE'S 14 135-MW TURBINES TO BE 
INSTALLED IN POWERHOUSES ON EACH SIDE OF THE 1 ,240-FT-LONG, 
120-FT-HIGH CONCRETE DAM. UNQUOTE. THIS INFORMATION IS 
AT ODDS WITH REFTEL WHICH REPORTED THAT THIS EQUIPMENT 
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WOULD BE SOURCED FROM USSR. 

2. MEPD WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF ENR ARTICLE IS CORRECT AND, 

IF SO, WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY PROVIDING THE SCENARIO OF 
EVENTS WHICH OCCURRED TO BRING ABOUT THIS CHANGE. WERE 
U.S. BIDS EVER RECONSIDERED FOR THIS CONTRACT? MUCH 
APPRECIATE EMBASSY CLARIFICATION THIS MATTER. CHRISTOPHER 
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